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From the President
Greetings! Well, the 56th Annual Holly Ball is almost upon
us! Preparations are being wrapped up and it will soon be
time for a many of us to don those pretty dresses and have a
wonderful evening.
Be sure to read the Holly Ball article for the deadlines and
instructions regarding tickets, sponsorships, raffle tickets, Silent
Auction items, Theme Basket delivery, and Greens Workshops. You
can also get a look at the trips and one very special reindeer that will
be up for auction.
Speaking of Theme Baskets, we had 24 enthusiastic ladies in my
basement last week putting together their baskets. What a fun day! The
conversation was lively, the baskets look gorgeous and everyone enjoyed
having lunch together. Ellen Shiery, a newbie with STC and theme
baskets, commented on how wonderful it was to see the comradery that
was in abundance at the event. Thank you, ladies!
Kudos and thanks are extended to Jan Stewart, the HB committee and to
all that contributed by purchasing tickets, making Theme Baskets, selling
raffle tickets, donating auction items, purchasing sponsorships and
soliciting for auction items and program ads. Your generous spirit is a
huge factor in helping our club stay vibrant and strong.
This month’s Spotlight features Ellen Shiery. She is one of our newest
members but has already made significant contributions to our club. She
is one energetic and delightful lady, and we are so fortunate to have her
in our midst.
Yes, there is life after Holly Ball. Be sure to mark your calendars for
Thursday, Dec 19 at 6:30 pm for our club’s annual Holiday Party.
Mary and Tom Milan will be hosting the party at their lovely home. A
flyer will go out shortly.
Wishing you all a wonderful Thanksgiving filled with family or friends.
Warmly, Sheryn

The Crier, November 2019

1

Holly Ball
Jan Stewart

Less than one week to go! We have
several activities left to be accomplished
before November 22nd.
TICKETS: November 18th is the
deadline. Please get your money into
Bonnie by that time.
RAFFLE TICKETS: Please return your
sold ticket stubs and money to:
Brenda Biles at 852 Holly Drive South, Annapolis, MD 21409.
SILENT AUCTION ITEMS: Check out the end of the newsletter for a
sampling! If you have baskets or donated items for the Silent Auction,
please send the completed Auction Donor form to Liz Elliott no later
than November 15. Please let Jan Stewart or Liz Elliott know by
November 15 if you need a pick-up of the item(s). All baskets and their
items need to be entered into our Greater Giving software system before
November 20.
HOLLY BALL DECORATIONS
The tables will have garlands on them. That means we need you to
collect the foliage for us and drop them off at Stella’s shop, One Petticoat
Lane. She needs laurel, variegated laurel, varieties of evergreen fir, ivy,
and silver spruce. If you have nandina with red berries, that would be
nice, too. Please contact Stella Breen-Franklin at 443-223-9192 if you
can donate the foliage. She will also be having Garland Making
Workshops. All are welcome to help!
November 15-17th: Drop off the foliage at Stella’s shop, One Petticoat
Lane, 2 Annapolis Street, West Annapolis. There is a parking lot behind
her shop. Note: foliage can be left in bags on the front porch if the shop
is not open.
Garland Making Workshops, November 17 – 20th:
Sunday, November 17th, 2-5 pm, 2 Annapolis Street
Tuesday, November 19th, 5-8 pm, 2 Annapolis Street
Wednesday, November 20th, 5-8 pm, 2 Annapolis Street
VOLUNTEERS: If you have
volunteered for Silent Auction set-up or
Stella’s Ballroom Decorating, please be
at the Westin at 9:00 a.m., November
22nd.
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Weinberg House (Arden House)
Phyllis Peters

Hi Ladies,

Ongoing Service Needs

Weinberg House
Toilet Paper
Paper Towels
Washcloths
Dish Towels
Warm Fuzzy Socks
Slippers
Umbrellas

It’s that time of year once again. The wish list for the Weinberg House
this year does not include pillows at this time. You’ll notice the bold
print on the sidebar list for the paper towels and toilet paper. These are
immediate and continuous needs, along with the other items. Should you
choose to make the shelter part of your Christmas giving, you can bring
your items either to the Christmas party in December, or to the Soup and
Salad luncheon in January at my house. Thank you so much for your
support and generosity. The women at the shelter are always so
appreciative of what we do.

Holiday Party
Margene Kennedy

We are all looking forward to the Holly Ball this month at the Westin in
Annapolis. Soon after, on Thurs., Dec. 19, at 6:30 PM, we will be
celebrating at the STC Annual Holiday Party.
This year we are most grateful to Mary and
Tom Milan who have graciously offered to
host the party at their beautiful home. This is
a party we all look forward to attending with
our spouses, significant other or friends. It is
an evening to relax before the crazy holiday’s
pressures hit.
We will be sending out a flyer with specifics,
such as time, date, address, parking, and food
needed. Additional wine may be requested as
well. The Hospitality Committee will be providing the meats and
salmon, but your culinary talents will make up the rest; appetizers,
salads/sides, and desserts.
Most importantly, we will be asking you to RSVP if you will be coming.
Since we will be at a home, getting a "Head Count" is most important.
So, mark your calendars for Dec 19th, and start planning now to attend.
Hope to see you at the Holly Ball.
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UPCOMING DATES

GF-Maryland Chesapeake District
Volunteering for a Sparkling Future
Janet Morgan, President, Chesapeake District

No General meeting in Nov
Holly Ball Greens
Nov 15th-17th: Drop off
greens
Greens Workshops:
Nov 17th, 2-5 pm,
Nov 19th & Nov 20th, 5-8 pm
All events at Stella’s shop:
One Petticoat Lane
2 Annapolis St.

HOLLY BALL
Friday, Nov 22nd 6-11 pm
Annapolis Westin Hotel

Board of Directors mtg.
Thursday, Dec 5th, 2:30 pm
Mary Milan’s home

Chesapeake District held its second Semiannual meeting October 16 at Fisherman’s
Inn in Grasonville, Maryland. What a lot
of fun and sometimes, surprising
information we learned about each other
during our “Meet and Greet” orchestrated
by Christy Swiger, President of the
Wicomico Woman’s Club.
An exciting proposal was presented and approved at the meeting which,
as District President, I want to share with Severn Town Club. The
District received $2,000 from GF-Maryland for distribution to nonprofits. The board approved $500 distributions to each of the following:
Chesapeake Bay Foundation (Conservation project)
Samaritan Women of Baltimore (Home Life project)
Heifer International (International Outreach)
Canine Companions for Independence Northeast Training Center (Serves
Maryland) (Home Life project)
The check for the Chesapeake Bay Foundation will be presented on
February 18, 2020, at the State Board of Directors’ meeting to be held at
(where else??) the Chesapeake Bay Foundation in Annapolis. This is in
STC’s backyard, so please mark your calendars to attend! Check
presentations are not yet scheduled for the other recipients, but when the
information is available, members will be informed.
In the meantime, looking forward to seeing everyone at Holly Ball!

Membership
Liz Elliott and Diane Holman

HOLIDAY PARTY
Thursday, Dec 19th, 6:30 pm
Mary Milan’s home
Spouses/guests welcome
RSVP by Dec 12th
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We had a membership induction at the October meeting. Welcome to our
new members Ellen Shiery, Jane Giles and Lisa Elder!
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Spotlight: Ellen Shiery
Sheryn Blocher

Ellen is a brand-new member of STC, but she has jumped in with both
feet and her whole heart! She told me that her life’s goal is to change the
trajectory of individuals’ lives and that she is blessed to have the
opportunity to do that professionally and in her personal volunteer work.
Ellen’s family hails from Oklahoma, just like Oct’s Spotlight, Sandy
Murray. However, Ellen’s family moved eastward to Delaware when she
was young. She graduated from Wesley College with a degree in
Communications and spent several years as a graphic designer,
copywriter, and proofreader. She worked in Salisbury for a time;
however, when a position came open at the Annapolis Merrill Lynch
office, she jumped at the chance and made her move to our fair town. She
lived on Maryland Ave. for several years, and now she and fiancé
Andrew have a home in Edgewater Beach.
Ellen told me that her mother often remarked
that her daughter should have chosen a career
in law and litigation because she had never met
an underdog that she didn’t want to fight for.
Ellen’s affiliation with this year’s Holly Ball
major recipient, CASA, certainly gives her a
chance to be a fighter and an advocate for the
abused children in AA County Foster Care.
Ellen says that she started out being a CASA volunteer, but then she
asked too many questions and now she’s on the Board!
This wonderful champion of the underdog is active as a Leadership Team
Member for The Blue Ribbon Project, a group providing needed items
for foster care children. She also serves as a Board member of the
AAMC Foundation’s Building Tradition Society, a donor group that
supports the hospital’s mental health initiatives. Ellen is a member of the
Junior League of Annapolis and is an At-Large Director, giving her an
opportunity to mentor and bring younger women into volunteer and
philanthropy roles. She has membership in the AA County Women
Giving Together, a women’s giving circle that awards annual large
multiple grants and is a Board member of Impact100 of the Greater
Chesapeake, another giving circle that awards one grant per year.
And Ellen still finds time for STC! She helped to secure HB program
ads and coordinated the efforts to have our HB printing and photography
expenses donated. She joined in the fun at the Basket Party and
remarked how inspiring it was to feel the enthusiasm and see the
comradery amongst all the members. She commented that she loved
being around these active, engaged women. Well, that’s definitely who
we are, and it’s clear that Ellen fits right in, and we wholeheartedly
welcome her into our midst.
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Sharing and Caring
Sheryn Blocher

Sharing thoughts both joyous and despairing is having each other in
thoughts and heart even when physically apart.

~SHARING ~
Debbie Mayer recently had a great interview published in the Severna
Park Voice. She did a wonderful job promoting both our club and the
upcoming Holly Ball. Thanks, Debbie for being such a great ambassador
for STC!

November
02
Sandy Murray
04
Brenda Biles
07
Jan Stewart
10
Linda Saksa
22
Jenny Henry
28
Stephanie Foster
29
Jane Giles

December
15
JoAnn Kidwell
17
Carol Cockey
23
Young Baker
25
Anne Lancaster
31
Sharon Boettinger

Speaking of promoting our club- kudos go out to both Jane Giles,
publicity chair for Holly Ball and to Lisa Elder, publicity chair for STC.
They are both doing a fantastic job of getting our name out there to
increase club exposure and recognition and letting folks know who we
are and what we are all about.
Jane orchestrated getting both Aida Cipriani’s interview with WNAV
and Debbie’s interview that is described above. In addition, she has
gotten us some great print and photo coverage for the upcoming Holly
Ball in What’s Up Annapolis and other
publications.
Lisa has done a super job of updating,
maintaining and improving our web site and
Facebook page. She is Johnny-on-the-spot in
getting the monthly Criers, General Meeting
minutes, announcements of upcoming events, etc. onto the site, removing
dates and items that are no longer relevant, and she has added some great
features such as creating a link whereby you can listen to Aida’s
interview.
Thanks to both of you!
We are an active, diverse group. Please let me know what interesting
things are happening in your life so I can share them with our group
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Minimum Bid: $2400
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Minimum Bid: $4875
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Minimum Bid: $3750
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Minimum Bid: $3900
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